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reason behind it, yet the country resented delay. The case was
eminently one for compromise; but an impartial arbitrator \\as
needed to bring the parties together. Rarely in modern politics
has the Crown played a more useful part than in making peace
between the two Parties and the two Houses in the autumn of 1884.
The Queen was greatly impressed by the gravity of the situation,
and during the recess she laboured assiduously to bring the two
sides together. And not in vam. Mr. Gladstone met Lord Salisbury
and Sir Stafford Northcote, and discussed with them the details of
the Redistribution Scheme. Satisfied on the main points, the Con-
servative Leaders allowed the Franchise Bill to pass, and in 1885
the Redistribution Act also became law. By the former the county
was assimilated to the borough franchise, nnd some 2,000,000 voters
were added to the electoral register. The latter went some way
towards the principle of equal electoral areas. All boroughs with
less than 15,000 inhabitants * were disfranchised and merged in the
county districts ; boioughs with less than 50,000 inhabitants were
to lose one member. For the rest, with the exception of twenty-two
towns which retained two members apiece, and certain Universities,
the whole country, counties and boroughs alike, was divided into
single-member constituencies. In order to effect this twelve addi-
tional members were added to the House, bringing up the total
number to 670. A profound change was thus accomplished virtually
u by consent ". That consent, however, was obtained by the media-
tion of the Crown, and Mr. Gladstone had good reason " to tender
his grateful thanks " to the Queen " for the wise, gracious, and steady
influence on her Majesty's part," which had " so powerfully contri-
buted to bring about this accommodation, and to avert a serious
crisis of affairs ".2
The imminent danger of a collision between the two branches of The Irish
the Legislature was only one of the many anxieties which pressed ^^enfl
upon the Prime Minister.    Ever since the Liberals had returned to
power  they  had   been  harassed  by  difficulties  in  Ireland.    Lord
Beaccnsfield had seen the cloud then no bigger than a man's hand.
Nobody at the time believed that his warning was other than an
election device.    His opponents discovered to their cost how accurate
his diagnosis had been.3
The post of difficulty was assigned to Mr. Forster with Lord
Cowper as his Lord Lieutenant. They began their administration
valiantly; they declined to renew the Peace Preservation Act, and
declared that they would try to govern Ireland under the ordinary
law. Within six months they discovered its insufficiency, and
besought their reluctant colleagues to call Parliament together and
1 Of these there were thirteen returning two members apiece, and sixty-eight
returning one,                                                                                 Ofi,0
* CJ. Morley, Gladstone* in. 129-189, and Lang, Itidesleig* p J5X
3 C/, e.g. Morley, iii. 48.